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PREF 


'  , ; 


Candid  Reader, 

tr~v~*k  H  E  Author  ( and  Subjeft)  of  the 
'  1  >  Narrative  (who  is  a  Deacon  of  our  Chrach, 

and  has  been  fo  for  many  2  ears )  ts  of  fuch 
■*  •  an  eft  abided  good  Char;  a tier, that  he  needs 

no  Recommendation  of  others,  where  he  is  f 

Proof  of  which,  was  the  general  Joy  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  City,  occasioned  by  Ms  Return  from  c i  mfejrable 
Captivity  l  Together  with  the  Readinefs  of  divers  Per- 
fons,  to  ^contribute  to  the.  Relief  of  himfelf,  and  oeceffi- 
'tous  Family,  without  any,  Requeft  of  his, or  the  leaft  M°f 
of  tbit Tendency  f- Bui  feeing  the  follow mgShects 
ZU  to  fprcad  into,  many  Places  where  he  is  n  t 
Lwn,  pe/Jt  me  to  fay.  That 

I  have  found  him  to  be  a  Perfon  Candor  Integrity, 

ZJftndtd  upl ;  m 

Weight,  and  mi}}  induce  to  read  it  -with  the  ggfejgg 
fure  •  the  ‘Defign  of  it  it  evidently  Pious,  the  Mat  ers 
contained  in  it,  and  Manner  of  handling  them,  fill,  I 

SR  +*  %  %  *  >' 
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The  PREFACE. 


improving  I  heartily  wife  it  may,  by  the  divine  Bene¬ 
diction',  be  of  great  and  durable  Service.  I  am,  thy  [Til- 
cere  Servant,  in  the  Goff  el  of  JESUS  CHRIST." 


Philadelphia, 
Jan.  19,  1758. 


Gilbert  Tennent. 


Kind  Readers, 

ON  my  Return  from  my  Captivity,/ had  noT bought  s 
of  publijbing  any  Obferyations  of  mine  to  the 
World,  in  this  Manner  ;  as  I  had  no  Opportunity  to 
keep  a  Journal,  and  my  Memory  being  broken,  and  Capa¬ 
city  fniall,  /  was  di fine  lined  to  undertake  it  ;  but  a 
Number  of  my  Friends  were  prejfmg  in  their  Perfwafi- 
ons,  that  I  Jhould  do  it  ;  with  whofe  Motion  I  complied, 
from  a  fincere  Regard  to  GOD,  my  King,  and  Country, 
f°  far  as  I  know  my  own  Heart  :  The  following  Pages 
contain,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  the  mojl  material . 
Paflages  that  happened  within  the  Compafs  of  my  Obfer - 
vation,  while  a  Prifoner  in  Canada  ;  the  Faffs  therein 
related  are  certainly  true,  but  the  W 2 y  of  reprefenting 
fame  Things  efpecially ,is.  not  fo  regular,  clear  and  Jlrong, 
as  I  could  wiflj  ;  but  Itrujfi  it  will  be  fame  Apology, 
that  I  am  not  fo  much  acquainted  tvith  Performances 
of  this  Kind,  as  many  others  ;  who  may  be  hereby  ex¬ 
cited  to  give  better  Reprefentations  of  Things,  far  be¬ 
yond  my  Knowledge.  I  remain, 

Tour  unfeigned  Wei l-Wijbcr, 

and  humble  Servant, 

Philadelphia, 

Jan.  19,  1758. 

Robert  Eaflburn. 
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Faithful  Narrative,  6iV. 

BOUT  Thirty  Tradcfmen,  and  myfelf,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Captain  Williams'  %  Fort  (at  the.  Car r 
rying- Place)  in  our  Way  to  Ofwego,  the  2  6th 
“  of  March,  1756  ;  who  informed  me,  that  he 
was  like  to  be  cumbered  in  the  Fort,  and  therefore  ad- 
vifed  us  to  take  the  Indian-Houfe  for  our  Lodging.  A- 
bout  Ten  o’CIock  next  Day,  a  Negro  Man  came  run¬ 
ning  down  the  Road,  and  reported,  That  our  Slaymen 
were  all  taken  by  the  Enemy  ;  Captain  Williams  on. 
hearing  this,  fent  a  Serjeant,  and  about  1 2  Men,  to  fee 
if  it  was  true  ;  I  being  at  the  Indian  Houfe,  and  not 
chinking  myfelf  fafe  there, in  Cafe  of  an  Attack, and  being 
alfo  fincerely  willing  to  ferve  my  King  and  Country,  in 
the  bed  Manner  I  could  in  my  prefem  Circumftances, 
alked  him  if  he  would  take  Company  ?  Fie  replied,  with 
all  his  Heart !  Hereupon,  I  fell  into  the  Rear,  with  my 
Arms,  and  marched  after  them  ;  when  wc  had  advanced 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  we  heard  a  Shot , .  followed 
with  doleful  Cries  of  a  dying  Man,  which  excited  me  to 
advance,  in  order  to  difcover  the  Enemy,  who  1  foon  per¬ 
ceived  were  prepared  to  receive  us  :  In  this  difficultSitu- 
ation,  feeing  a  large  Pine-Tree  near,  I  repaired  to  it  lor 
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Shelter  ;  and  while  the  Enemy  were  viewing  our  Party, 
I  having  a  good,  Chanec  of  ki  lling  two  at  a  Shot,  quickly 
difeharged  at  rhero,  but  could  not  certainly  know  what 
Execution  was  done  hill  fbme  Time  after  ;  our  Compa¬ 
ny  likewife  difeharged  and  retreated  :  Seeing  my  fell  in 
[Danger  of  being  furrounded,  I  was  obliged  to  Retreat  a 
different  Courfe,  and  to  my  great  Surprize,  fell  into  a 
deep  Mire,  which  the  Enemy,  by  following  my  Track  in 
a  light,  Sbqw,  loon  difeovered,  and  obliged  me  to  Surren¬ 
der,  to  prevent  a  cruel  Death.  (They  flood  ready  to 
drive  tl^ir  Darts  into  my  Body,  in  cafe  I  refufed  to  deli- 
vex  up  my  Arm?.)  Prefentiy  after  I  was  taken, I  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  great  Number,  who  {tripped  me  of  my 
Cloathing,  Hatt,  and  Neckcloth  (fo  that  I  had  nothing 
left  but  a  Flannel  Veil,  without  Sleeves)  put  a  Rope  on 
my  Neck,  bound  rny  Arms  faff  behind  me,  put  a  long 
Band  round  my  Body,  and  a  large  Pack  on  my  Back, 
ftruck  me  on  the  Head  (a  fevere  Blow)  and  drove  me 
through  the  Woods  before  the ul  :  It  is  not  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive,  how  diffrefhng.  fuch  a  Condition  is  l  In  the  mean 
Time,!  endeavoured  with  all  mylittle  remainingStrength, 
to  lift  up  my  Eyes  to  God,  from  whom  alone  I  could 
with  Reafon  expert  Relief  ! 

Seventeen  oi  Eighteen  Prifoners,  were  foon  added 
to  our  Number,  one  of  which  informed  me,  that  the  In¬ 
dians  were  angry  with  me,  and  reported  to  fome  of  their 
Chiefs ,  that  I  had  fired  on  them,  wounded  one,  and  kil¬ 
led  another  ;  for  which  he  doubted  they  would  kill  me. 
Hereupon  J  considered  that  the  Hearts  of  all  Men  are  in 
the  Hand  of  Gpd,  and  that  one  Hair  of  ourHead  cannot 
fall  to  the  Ground  without  his  Pcrmifiion  :  I  had  not  as 
yet  learned  what  Numbers  the  Enemy  ^Parties  confided 
of ;  there  being  only  about  ioo  Indians  who  had  Iain  in 
Ambuffa  on  the  Road,  to  kill  er  take  #ito  Captivity  all 

that 


that  mfTcd'bdtwccn  the  two  Forts.  Here  an  Interpreter 
c^me  to  me,  to  enquire  What  Strength  Capt.  Williams 
had  to  defend  his  Fort  ?  After  a  fhort  Faufe,I  gave  fach 
a  difcouraging  An(wer  (yet  confident  with  Truth)  as  pre¬ 
vented  their  attaekitig  it,  and  of  Confluence  the  EfFufr- 
on  of  much  Blood ;  a  gracious  Providence,  which  I  defire 
ever  to  retain  a  gratefulSenfe  of ;  for  hereby  it  evidently 
appeared,  that  1  was  fuffered  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Enemy,  to  promote  the  Good  of  my  Countrymen,  to 
better  Purpofe  than  I  could,  by  continuing  with  them  ; 
verily  the  Almighty  is  wife  in  Council,  and  wonderful 

in  forking.  ;  .  .  , 

In  the  mean  Time, ’the Enemy  determined  to  deltfoy 

Bull's  Fort  (at  the  Head  of  Woffd  Creeh)  which  they 
foon  effected,  all  being  put  to  the  SuW,cxOept  five-  Per- 
fons,  the  Fort  brirht,the  Provifion  and  Powder  deftroyed 
(faving  only  a  little  for  their  own  Ufe)  dten  they  retired 
to  the  Woods,  and  joined  their  main  Body,  which  mck- 
five,  confided  of  400  French, and  300  /^^command¬ 
ed  by  one  of  the  principal  GentlemenoIQiiebec  ;  zs^foon 
as  they  got  together  (having  a  Pricfl  with  them)  they  fell 
on  their  Knees,  and  returned  Thanks  for  their  Vittory.; 
an  Example  this,  worthy  of  Imitation  1  an  Example 
which  may  make  prOphane  pretended  Proieflants  _  bkfh 
(if  they  are  not  loft  to  all  Senfe  of  Shame)  'Whoinftead 
of  acknowledging  a  God,  or  Providence,  in  their  Vriilitaty 
-Undertakings, are  continually  reproachirlghim  with'  Oaths 
arid  Curfes  ;  \s  it  any  Wonder,'  that  the ‘Attempts  of  filch 
‘are  blafted  with  Hi  (appointment  arid  Difgrace  ! 

ThE‘  EriCmy  had  feverai  wounded  MorVhzth  FfCncb 
and  Indians  among  them,  which-  'they  dirtied  on  their 
Backs-;  befides  which,  ‘about  Fifteen  Of  their  Number 
-Were  killed,  and  of  ms  about  Torty  :  Tt  being  by  this 
Tike  near,  ‘‘  dsa-k^aftd  Tom v  Indians  X&Cinfc,  *  they  eordy 

marched 


marched  about  4  Miles  and  encamped  ;  the  Indians  un- 
:  tied  my. Arms,  cut  Hcmlpck  Bowes,  and  flrewed  round 
the  Fire,  tied  my  Band  to  two  Trees,  with  my  Back  on 
the  green  Bowes  (by  the  Fire)  covered  me  with  an  old 
.Blanket  .and  lay  down  acrofs  my  Band,  on  each  Side, 
to  preyeht  my  Efcape,  while  they  fldpt. 

'  Sundav  the  28th,  rofe  early,  tire  Commander  ordered 
a  hafty  Retreat  towards  Canada,  for  fear  of  General 
‘Johnfon  ;  in  the  mean  Time,  one  of  our  Men  faid,  he. 
underflood  tire  French  arid  Indians  designed  to  join  a 
flrong  Party,  and  fall  on O/'wego,  before  our  Forces  there. 
Could  get  any  Provifion  or  Succours;  having,  as  they 
thought,  put  a  flop  to  our  relieving  them  .for  a  Time  : 
When  encamped  in  the  Evening,  the  Commanding-Officer 
ordered  the  Indians  to  bring  me  to  his  Tent,  arid  alked 
me,  by  an  Interpreter,  If  I  thought  General  Johnfon 
would  follow 'them,  I  told  him  I  judged  not,  but  rather 
thought  he  would  proceed  to  Ofvego  (which  was  indeed 
my  Sentiment,  grounded  upon  prior  Information,  and 
then  expreffed  to  prevent  the  Execution  of- their  Defign.) 
He  farther  inquired,  what  was  my  Trade  ?  I  told  him 
that  of  a  Smith  ;  he  then  perfwaded  me,  when  I  got  to 
Canada,  to  fend  for  my  Wife,  *  for  faid  he,  you  can  get 
a  rich  Living  there  but  when  he  faw  that  he  could  not 
prevail,  he  afked  no  mote  Qncflions,  but  commanded  me 
to  my  Indian  Mafler  :  Having  this  Opportunity  of  Com 
.verfation,  I  informed  the  General,  that  his  Indian  JVar- 
riors  had  Gripped  me  of  my Clocthing,  and  would  be  glad 
he  would  be  good  enough  to  order  me  fome  Relief  ;  to 
which  he  replied,  that  I  fhould  get  Clpaths  when  I  came 
to  Canada,  which  was  cold  Comfort  to  one  almoft  fro¬ 
zen  !  Qniiiy  return,  the. Indians  perceivingl  was  unwell, 
and  could  not  eat  their  coarfe  Food,  ordered  fome  Cho¬ 
colate  (which  they  had  brought  from  theCarrying-Placd)  , 

to 
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to  be  boiled  for  me,  and  feeing  me  eat  that,  appeared 
pleafed.  A  ftrong  Guard  was  kept  every  Night ;  one 
of  our  Men  being  weakened  by  his  Wounds, and  rendered 
unable  to  keep  Pace  with  them,  was  killed  and  fcalped 
on  the  Road  ! — I  was  all  this  Time  almoft  naked,  travel¬ 
ing  through  deep  Snow,  and  wading  through  Rivers  cold 
as  Ice  1 

After  Seven  Days  March,  we  arrived  at  LakeOnta- 
rio,  where  I  eat  fome  Horfe  Flejh,  which  tailed  very  a- 
greably,  for  to  the  hungry  Man,  as  Solomon  obferves, 
every  bitter  Thing  is  fweet  (a).  The  French  carried 
feveral  of  their  wounded  Men  all  the  Way  upon  their 
Backs  ;  many  of  them  wore  noBreeches  in  their  Travels 
in  this  cold  Seafon,  being  llrong,  hardy  Men.  The  In¬ 
dians  had  three  of  their  Party  wounded, which  they  like- 
wife  carried  on  their  Backs,  I  wifh  there  was  more  of 
this  Hardnefs,  lo  neceflary  for  War, in  our  Nation, which 
would  open  a  more  encouraging  Scene  than  appears  at 
prefent !  The  Prifoners  were  fo  divided,  that  but  few 
could  Converfe  together  on  our  March,  and  (which  was 
Hill  more  difagreeable  and  diftreffing)  an  Indian,  who 
had  a  large  Bunch  of  green  Scalps,  taken  off  our  Men’s 
Heads,  marched  before  me,  and  another  with  a  lharp 
Spear  behind,  to  drive  me  after  him  ;  by  which  Means 

B  the 

a  On  the  Friday  before  we  arrived  at  the  Lake,  the  Indian s 
killed  a  Porcupine,  which  is  in  bignefs  equal  to  a  large  Racoon , 
with  Ihort  Legs, is  covered  with  long  Hair, intermixed  with  lharp 
quills,  which  are  their  Defence  :  It  is  indeed  dangerous  coming 
very  near  them,  becaufe  they  caff  their  tpiiills  (which  are  like 
barbed  Irons  or  Darts)  at  any  Thing  that  oppofeth  them, which 
when  they  peirce,  are  not  eafy  to  be  drawn  out  ;  for  tbo’  their 
Points  are  lharp  and  ffnooth,  they  have  a  kind  of  Beard,  which 
makes  them  flick  fall  :  However, the  Indians  threw  it  on  a  large 
Fire,  burnt  off  the  Hair  and  Quills,  roaffed.and  eat  of  it,  with 
whom  I  had  a  Fart. 


the  Scalps  were  often  clofe  to  my  Face,  and  as  we  mar¬ 
ched,  they  frequently  every  Day  gave  the  dead  Shout, 
which  was  repeated  as  many  Times  as  there  were  Cap - 
tines  and  Scalps  taken  !  In  the  midft  of  this  gloomy 
Scene,  when  I  confidered  how  many  poor  Souls  were 
hurried  into  a  vaft  Eternity,  with  Doubts  of  their  Unfit- 
nefs  for  fuch  a  Change,  it  made  me  lament  and  expoftu- 
late  in  the  Manner  following  ;  O  Sin  what  haft  thou 
done  !  what  Defolation  haft  thou  brought  into  this  mife- 
rable  World  l  What  am  I, that  I  ihould  be  thus  fpared  ? 
My  Afflictions  are  certainly  far  lefs  than  mySins  deferve  ! 
Through  the  exceeding  Riches  of  divine  Goodnefs  and 
Grace,  I  was  in’  this  diftreffing  Situation  fupported  and 
comforted, by  thefePaflages  of  facredScripture,  viz.  That 
our  light  .Afflictions , which  lajl  hut  for  a  Moment ,  Jhall 
workfor  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  Weight  of 
Glory.  And  that,  though  no  Afflictions  are  for  the  pre- 
fe?it  joyous,  but  grievous  ;  yet  neverthelefs,  they  after¬ 
wards  yield  the  peaceable  Fruits  of  Right e oufnefs ,  to 
them  who  are  exercifed  thereby.  And  farther,  that  all 
Things  Jhall  work  together  for  Good ,  to  them  that  love 
God ;  to  them  who  are  the  Called,  according  to  his  Pur - 
pofe.  But  to  return, 

I  may,  with  Juftice  and  Truth  obferve.  That  our 
Enemies  leave  no  Stone  unturned  to  compafs  our  ruin  ; 
they  pray,  work,  and  travel  to  bring  it  about,  and  are  un¬ 
wearied  in  the  Purfuit  ;  while  many  among  us  fleep  in  a 
Storm,  that  has  laid  a  good  Part  of  our  Country  defolate, 
and  threatens  the  Whole  with  Deftruftion  :  O  that  we 
may  be  of  good  Courage ,  and  play  the  Man,  for  our  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  Cities  of  our  God  !  But  alas,  I  am  obliged 
to  turn  my  Face  towards  cold  Canada,  among  inveterate 
Enemies ,  and  innumberable  T> angers  !  O  Lord,  I  pray 
thee,  be  my  Safe-guard  ;  thou  haft  already  covered  me 
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in  the  Hollow  of  thy  Hand  ;  when  ‘Death  caft  Darts,all 
around  me,  and  many  fell  on  every  Side,  X  beheld  thy 

Salvation!  '  _  j 

April  Ath,  SEVERAL  -French  Battoes  met  us, 

brought  a  large  Supply  of  Provifion  ;  the  Sight -of  which 
caufed  great  Joy,  for  we  were  in  great  Want ;  Then  a 
Place  was  foon  erefted  to  celebrate  Mafs  in,  which  being  , 
ended,  we  all  went  over  the  Mouth  of  a  River,  where  it 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Eaft-End  of  Lake  Ontarn,  a  great 
Part  of  our  Company  fet  oli'on  Foot  towards  Of-wegotchy ; 
while  the  reft  were  ordered  into  Battoes,  and  carried  to¬ 
wards  the  Entrance  of  St.  Lawrence  (where  chat  Rivet 
takes  its  Beginning)  but  by  reafon  of  bad  Weather,  W  md. 
Rain,  and  Snow,  whereby  the  Waters  of  the  Lake  were 
troubled,  we  were  obliged  to  l.e-by,  and  hall  our  Battoes 
on  Shore  ;  here  I  lay  on  the  cold  Shore  two  Days.  2  uef- 
dav  fet  off,  and  entered  the  Head  of  St.  Lawrence,  in 
the  Afternoon  ;  came  too  late  at  Night,  made  Fires,  but 
did  not  lie  down  to  lleep  ;  embarked  long  before  Day,  and 
after  forne  Miles  Progrefs  down  the  River,  we  faw  many 
Fires  on  our  Right-Hand,  which  were  made  by  the  Men 
who  left  us,  and  went  by  Land,  with  them  we  ftaid  tilt 
Duv  and  then  again  embarked  in  our  Battoes,  thebv  a 
theJ  was  very  bad  (it  fnowed  faft  all  Day)  near  Night 
arrived  at  Ofwegotchy  ;  I  was  almoft  ftarved  to  Death,  but 
hoped  to  flay  in  this  Town  ti  l  warm  Weather  ; 

flept  in  an  Indian  IMgwam,  rofc  early  m  the  Morning 
(being  Tburfday )  and  foon  to  my  Grief  d.fcovered  m> 
Difappointment !  Several  of  the  Prifoners  bad  leave  to 
tarry  here,  butlmuft  go  200  Miles  Farther  town  Stream, 
to  another  Indian  ;  the  Mormng  being  extreanfty 

coldj  applied  to  a  French  Merchant  (or  Ty-ader)  for florae 
old  Rags  of  Ckrathing,  for  I  was  almoft  naked,  but  to 

noPurpofe  !  About 
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Ab  out  Ten  o’clock,  was  ordered  into  a  Battoe,  on 
our  Way  down  the  River,  with  8  or  9  Indians,  one  of 
which  was  ,the  Man  wounded  in  the  Skirmifli  before 
mentioned-  ;  at  Night  we  went  on  Shore,  the  Snow- 
being  much  deeper  than  before,  w-e  cleared  it  aw-ay,  and 
made  a  large  Fire  ;  here,  when  the  wounded  Indian  call 
his  Eyes  upon  me,  his  oldGrudge  revived,  took  my  Blan¬ 
ket  from  me,  and  commanded  me  to  dance  round  the  Fire 
Bare-foot,  and  ftng  the  Prifoners  Song,  which  1  utterly 
refufed  ;  this  furprized  one  of  my  fellow  Prifoners,  who 
told  me  they  would  put  me  to  Death  (for  he  underflood 
what  they  faid)  he  therefore  tried  to  perfuade  me  to 
comply.  But  I  defired  him  to  let  me  alone,  and  was 
through  great  Mercy,  enabled  to  reject  his  Importunity 
with  Abhorrence  !  The  Indian  alfo  continued  urging, 
faying,  you  ilia  11  dance  and  ling  ;  but  apprehending  my 
Compliance  flnful,  I  determined  to  perfilt  in  declining  it 
at  all  Adventures,  and  to  leave  the  lifue  to  the  divine 
Difpofal  !  The  Indian  perceiving  his  Orders  difobeyed, 
was  fired  with  Indignation,  and  endeavoured  to  pujh  me 
into  the  Fire,  which  I  leapt  over,  and  he  being  weak 
with  his  Wounds,  and  not  being  aflifted  by  any  of  his 
Brethren,  was  obliged  to  defift  :  For  this  gracious  In  ter - 
pofure  of  Providence,  in  preferving  me  both  from  Sin 
and  Danger ,  I  defire  to  blefs  God  while  I  live  ! 

Friday  Morning,  was  almoft  perilled  with  Cold. 
Saturday,  proceeded  on  our  Way  and  foon  came  in  Sight 
of  the  upper  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada  ;  here 
I  was  in  great  Hopes  of  lome  Relief,  not  knowing  the 
Manner  of  the  Indians,  who  do  not  make  many  ^Stops 
among  the  French,  in  their  Return  from  JHar,  till  they 
get  Home  :  However  when  they  came  near  fome  rapid 
Falls  of  Water,  one  of  my  fellow  Prifoners,  and  feveral 
Indians,  together  with  myfclf,  were  put  on  Shore,  to  tra- 
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vel  by  Land,  which  pleafed  me  well,  it  being  much  war¬ 
mer  running  on  the  Snow,  than  lying  {fill  in  the  Battoe  ; 
we  pad  by  feveral  French  Houfes,  but  ftopt  at  none  ;  the 
Veflel  going  down  a  rapid  Stream,  it  required  hade  to  keep 
Pace  with  her,  we  eroded  over  a  Point  ofLand,  and  found 
the  Battoe  waiting  for  us,  as  near  the  Shore  as  the  Ice 
would  permit  :  Here  we  left  St.  Lawrence,  and  turned 
up  Conafqdavga  River  (Jo),  but  it  being  frozen  up,  we 
hauled  our  Battoe  on  Shore,  and  each  of  us  took  our 
Share  of  her  Loading  on  our  Backs,  and  marched  towards 
Conafa  'dauga  an  Indian  Town,  which  was  our  defigned 
Port,  but,  could  not  reach  it  that  Night  :  Came  to  a 
French  Houfe,  cold,  weary,  and  hungry  ;  here  my  old 
Friend,  the  wounded  Indian,  again  appeared,  and  related 
to  the  Frenchman,  the  Affair  of  my  refufing  to  dance, 
who  immediately  a  {Tiffed  the  Indian  to  ftrip  me  of  my 

Flannel 


b  The  River  St.  Lawrence,  ztLake  Ontario,  takes  itsBeginning 
through  feveral  //lands, by  which  wc  are  in  no  neceflity  of  coming 
within  Sight  of  Frontenac,  when  we  go  down  the  River  ;  it  is 
fmooth  Water  from  thence  to  Ofwegotchy  (or  as  it  is  called  by 
the  French  Legalet  )  but  from  hence  to  Montreal,  the  Water 
is  more  fwift,  with  a  Number  of  rapid  Streams,  though  not 
dangerous  to  pafs  through  with  fmall  Boats  and  Bark  Canoes, 
provided  the  Stearfmen  are  careful  and  acquainted  with  thePla- 
ces  ;  in  tranfporting  Provifion  and  warlikeStores  upStream  from 
Canada  to  Lake  Ontario,  there  is  a  neceflity  of  unloading  Battoes 
at  feveral  of  the  rapidStreams,  and  hauling  them  empty  through 
fhoal  Water  near  the  Shore  f  and  carrying  theLoading  by  Land 
to  where  the  Water  is  more  flack  ;  though  there  be  feveral  of 
thofe  Places,  yet  the  Land- Carriage  is  not  very  far  :  The  Land 
on  both  Sides  the  River  appears  fertile  a  great  Part  of  the  Way 
from  the  Lake  to  Montreal ;  but  the  nearer  the  Latter. the  wovfe, 
more  mirey  and  flony  :  The  Timber  is  White  Pine,  Hfh,  Maple, 
Hickory,  Beach,  Hemlock,  Spruce  ;  and  from  the  Lake  about  150 
Miles  down  plenty  of  White  !?<3&,but  none  at  Montreal  of  thatKind, 
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Flannel  Vejl ,  before  mentioned,  which  was  my  All  * 
Now  they  were  refolved  to  compel  me  to  dance  and  / 
Th ^Frenchman  was  as  violent  as  promoting 

this  Impofition ;  but  the  Women  belonging  to  the  Houfe, 
feeing  the  rough  Ufage  I  had,  took  pity  on  me,  and  ref- 
cued  me  out  of  their  Hands,  till  their  Heat  was  over, 
and  prevailed  with  the  Indian  to  excufe  me  from  Danc¬ 
ing  ;  but  he  infilled  that  I  mull  be  lhaved,  and  then  he 
would  let  me  alone  (  I  had  at  that  Time  a  long  Beard, 
which  the  Indians  hate)  with  this  Motion  I  readily  com¬ 
plied,  and  then  the  Indians  feemed  content. 

Sunday,  April  n th,  Set  off  towards  Conafadauga , 
traveled  about  two  Hours,  and  then  faw  the  Toivn  over 
a  great  River,  which  was  Hill  frozen  ;  the  Indians  flop¬ 
ped,  and  we  were  foon  joined  with  aNumber  of  our  own 
Company,  which  we  had  not  fqen  for  feveral  Days :  The 
Prifoners,  in  Number  Eight,  were  ordered  to  lay  down 
our  Packs,  and  be  painted  ;  the  wounded  Indian  paint¬ 
ed  me,  and  put  a  Belt  of  Wampum  round  my  Neck,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  Rope  which  I  had  wore  400  Miles.  Then 
fet  off  towards  the  Town  on  the  Ice,  which  was  four 
Miles  over  ;  our  Heads  were  not  allowed  to  be  covered, 
left  our  fine  Paint  Ihould  be  hid,  the  Weather  in  the 
mean  Time  very  cold,  like  to  freeze  our  Ears  ;  after  we 
had  advanced  nearer  to  the  Town,  the  Indian  Women 
came  out  to  meet  us,and  relieved  their  Husbands  of  their 
Packs. 

As  loon  as  we  landed  at  Conafadauga,  a  large  Body  of 
Indians  came  and  incompafled  us  round,  and  ordered  the 
Prifoners  to  dance  and  fing  the  Prifoners  Song,  (which  I 
Was  Hill  enabled  to  decline)  at  the  Conclufion  of  which, 
the  Indians  gave  a  Shout,  and  opened  the  Ring  to  let  us 
run,  and  then  fell  on  us  with  their  Fills,  and  knocked  fe¬ 
veral  down ;  in  the  mean  Time,  one  ran  before  to  dir  eft 

us 
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as  to  an  Indian  Houfe,  which  was  open,  and  as  foon  as 
we  got  in,  we  were  beat  no  more  ;  my  Head  was  fore 
with  beating;and  pained  me  feveral  Days.  The  Squaws 
were  kind  to  us,  gave  us  boiled  Corn  and  Beans  to  eat, 
and  Fire  to  warm  us,  which  was  a  great  Mercy,  for  I  was 
both  cold  and  hungry :  This  Town  lies  about  30  Miles 
North-Weft  from  Montreal ,  I  ftaid  here  till  the  Ice  was 

gone,  which  was  about  Ten  Days,  and  then  was  lent  to 

Gohnewago,  in  Company  with  fome  Indians,  who  when 
they  came  within  Hearing,  gave  Notice  by  their  Way  of 
Shouting,  that  they  had  a  Prifoner,  on  which  the  whole 
Town  role  to  welcome  me, which  was  the  more  diftrelhng, 
as  there  was  no  other  Prifoner  in  their  Hands;  when  we 
came  nearShore,  a  ftout  Indian  took  hold  of  me,  and 
hauled  me  into  the  Water,  which  was  Knee  deep, and  very 
cold  :  As  foon  as  I  got  a-fhore,theiW/tf/w  gathered  round 
me,  and  ordered  me  to  dance  and  fmg,  now  when  1  was 
ftiff  with  Cold  and  Wet,  and  lying  long  m  the  Cannoe  j 
here  I  only  /lamped  to  prepare  for.  my  Race,  and  was  in- 
com palfed  with  about  500  Indians,  who  danced  and  lung, 
and  at  laft  gave  a  Shout,  and  opened  the  Circle_;  about 
1 50  young  Lads  made  ready  to  Pelt  me  with  Dirt  and 
gravel  Stones, and  on  my  fetting  off  gave  me  a  fmart  Vol¬ 
ley,  without  my  fuffering  great  Hurt;  but  an  Ind™\ 
feeing  me  run,  met  me, and  held  me  faff  till  the  Boys  ha  • 
Itored  themfelves  again  with  Dirt  and  fmall  Stones,  and 
let  me  run  ;  but  then  I  fared  much  worfe  than  t>efore,for 
a  fmall  Stone  among  the  Mud  hit  my  Right-Eye,  and  my. 
Head  and  Face  were  fo  covered  with  the  Dirt,  that - 
could  fcarce  fee  my  Way;  but  difcovenng  the  Door  c 
an  Indian  Houfe  handing  open,  I  run  in  :  From  this  Ke+ 
treat  I  was  foon  hauled,  in  order  to  be  pelted  more  , 
the  Indian  Women  being  more  merciful  inte^ofed,  tooK 
me  into  a  Houfe, brought  me  Water  to  wafli,  and  gave  me 
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boiled  Corn  and  Beans  to  eat.  The  next  Day,  I  was 
brought  to  the  Center  of  the  Town,  and  cried  according 
to  the  Indian  Cuftom,  in  order  to  be  fent  to  a  Family  of 
Indians ,  200  Miles  up  Stream,  at  Ofwegotcby,  and  there 
to  be  adopted,  and  abufed  no  more  :  To  this  End,  I  was 
delivered  to  three  young  Men,  who  faid  I  was  their  Bro¬ 
ther,  and  fet  forward  on  our  Way  to  the  aforefaid  Town, 
with  about  20  more  Indians ,  but  by  .reafon  of  bad  Wea¬ 
ther,  we  were  obliged  to  encamp  on  a  cold,  ffony  Shore, 

.  three  Days,  and  then  proceeded  on  ;  called  at  Ccnafadau- 
ga,  fluid  there  about  a  Week,  in  which  Time,I  went  and 
viewed  four  Houfes,  at  a  dillance  from  the  Town,  about 
a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  each  other  ;  in  which,  are  re- 
prefented  in  large  Paint-Work,  the  Sufferings  of  our 
Saviour ,  with  Defign  to  draw  the  Indians  to  th tPapiffs 
Relig  ton  ;  the  Work  is  curioufly  done  :  A  little  farther 
ftands  threeHoufes  near  together,  on  a  high  Hill,  which 
they  call  Mount  Calvary ,  with  three  large  CrolTes  be¬ 
fore  them,  which  compleats  the  whole  Reprefentation : 
To  all  thefe  Houfes,  the  Priefls  and  Indians  repair,  in 
performing  their  grand  ProceTions,  which  takes  up  much 
Time  *. 

Set 

*  The  Pdins  the  Papijls  take  to  propagate  fuch  a  bloody  and 
abfurdReligion  as  theirs, is  truly  amazing  !  This  brings  tomyRe- 
membrance,  the  following  Difcourfe,  I  had  with  two  French 
Priefls  in  my  Captivity  ;  one  of  them  afked  me, if  I  was  a  Catho¬ 
lic  ;  apprehending  he  meant  the  RomiJJj  Religion,  I  anfwered  no  ; 
he  replied,  no  Bon.  On  my  relating  the  above  to  a  fellow  Prif- 
pner,  he  faid,  I  had  anfwered  wrong,  becaufe  by  the  Word 
Catholic ,  he  meant  a  Chrijlian  :  Some  Time  after,  I  was  again 
afked  by  the  other  Priefl,  if  I  was  a  Catholic,  I  anfwered  yes,  but 
not  a  Roman  Catholic  ;  at  which  he  fmiled,  and  afked  if  I  was  a 
Lutheran,  I  replied  no  ;  he  again  inquired  whether  I  was  a  Cal- 
vinijl ,  I  told  him  I  was  :  to  which  he  faid,with  warmth,  no  Bon! 
no  Bon  !  which  fignifieth,  it  is  not  good  !  O  !  may  not  the  Zeal 

of  • 
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Set  ofT on  our  Journey  for  Ofwegolchy,  againft  a  ra¬ 
pid  Stream,  and  being  long  in  it,  and  our  Provifion  grow¬ 
ing  fhort,  the  -Indians  put  to  Shore  a  little  beforeNight  ; 
my  Lot  was  to  get  Wood,  others  were  ordered  to  get 
Fires  and  fome  to  Hunt  ;  our  Kettle  was  put  over  the 
Fire  with  fome  pounded  Indian  Corn,  and  after  it  hid 
boiled  about  two  Hours,  my  oldeft  Indian  Brother,  re¬ 
turned  with  a  She-Beaver,big  with  Young,  which  he  loon 
cut  to  Pieces,  and  threw  into  the  Kettle,  together  with 
the  Guts,an&  took  the  four  young  Beavers,  whole  as  they 
came  out  of  the  Dam,  and  put  them  likewife  into  the 
Kettle,  and  when  all  was  well  boiled,  gave  each  one  of 
us  a  large  Difhful  of  the  Broth,  of  which  we  eat  freely, 
and  then  Part  of  the  old  Beaver,  the  Tail  of  which  was 
divided  equally  among  us,  there  being  eight  at  our  Fire  ; 
the  Four  youngBeavers  were  cut  in  the  Middle, and  each 
of  us  got  Half  a  Beaver  ;  I  watched  an  Opportunity  to 
hide  my  Share  (having  fatisfied  myfelf  before  that  tender 
Difh  came  to  Hand)  which  if  they  had  feen,  would  have 
much  difpleafed  them.  The  otherlndians  catched  young 
Mujk-Rats,  run  aStick  through  their  Bodies,  and  roafted, 
without  being  fkinned  or  gutted,  and  fo  eat  them.  Next 
Morning  haftened  on  our  Journey,  which  continued  fe- 
veral  Days,till  we  came  n.e.wOfwegotcby,  where  we  land¬ 
ed  about-  three  Miles  from  the  Town,  on  the  contrary 
Side  of  the  River  ;  here  I  was  to  be  adopted,  my  Father 
and  Mother  that  I  had  never  feen  before  were  waiting, 
and  ordered  me  into  an  Indian  Houfe,  where  we  were 
dire&ed  to  fit  down  filent  for  a  confiderable  Time,  the 
Indians  appeared  very  fad,  and  myMother  began  to  cry, 
and  continued  crying  aloud  for  fome  Time,  and  then 

C  dried 

of  Papi/ls,  in  propagating  SnperJHtion  and  Idolatry,  make  Protef- 
tants  afhamed  of  their  Luke-warmnefs,  in  promoting  the  Religi* 
gion  of  the  Bible  ! 
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dried  up  her.  Tears,  and  received  me  fot*  her  Son,  and 
took  me  over  the  River  to  the  Indian  Town  ;  the  next 
Day  I  was  ordered  to  go  to  JMafs  with  them,  but  I  re- 
fufed  once  and  again,  yet  they  continued  their  Importu¬ 
nity  feveral  Days,  faying  it  was  good  to  go  to  JVIa/s,  but 
I  ftill  refufed  ;  and  feeing  they  could  not  prevail  with 
me,  they  feemed  much  difpleafed  with  their  newSon  (d). 
I  was  then  fcnt  over  the  River,  to  be  employed  in  hard 
Labour,  as  a  Punifhment  for  not  going  to  Mafs/dnd  not 
allowed  a  Sight  of,  or  any  Converfation  with  myFellow-1 
Prifbners  ;  the  old  Indian  Man  that  I  was  ordered  to 
work  with,  had  a  Wife,  and  fome  Children,  he  took  me 
into  the  Woods  with  him,  and  made  Signs  that  I  muft 
chop,  giving  me  an  Ax,  the  Indian  foon  faw  that  I  could 
handle  the  Ax  :  Here  I  tried  to  reconcile  myfelf  to  this 
Employ,  that  they  might  have  no  Occafion  againft  me, 
except  concerning  the  Law  of  my  God  ;  the  old  Man 
began  to  appear  kind,  and  his  Wife  gave  me  Milk  and 
Bread  when  we  came  Home, and  when  fhegot  Fifhigave 
me  the  Gills  to  eat,  out  of  realKindnefs  ;  but  perceiv¬ 
ing  I  did  not  like  them,  gave  me  my  own  choice,  and  be¬ 
haved  lovingly  !  Here  I  faw  thatGod  could  makeFriends 
of  cruel  Enemies,  as  he  once  turned  the  Heart  of  angry 
JEfau  into  Love  and  Tendernefs  ;  when  we  had  fini/hed 

our 

'  d  When  I  was  at  Ofusegotchy,  the  Indians  took  Notice,  that  I 
frequently  retired  alone,  and  fuppofiflg  I  had  fome  bad  Defign, 
threatned  if  I  did  not  defifl,  they  would  Tomhaavk  me  ;  but  my 
fellow  Prifoner,  who  underflood  their  Language,  told  them  it 
would  be  a  pity  to  hurt  me  on  that  Account,  for  I  only  went 
into  a  private  Place  to  pray  !  which  was  true  ;  the  Indians  re¬ 
plied,  if  fo  it  was  good  ;  but  being  yet  fufpicious,  took  Pains  by 
watching  to  find  out  how  the  cafe  was,  and  when  they  fatisfied 
themfelves,  feemed  pleafed  !  and  did  not  offer  to  interrupt  me 
any  more,  which  was  a  great  Mercy  ;  as  the  Contrary  would 
have  in  feme  Pegree,  marred  my  Convcrfe  with  God. 
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our  Fence,  which  had  employed  us  about  a  Week,  I 
ffiewed  the  old  Squaw  my  Shirt  (having  worn  it  from 
the  Time  I  was  firft  takenPrifoner,  which  was  about  ie-  . 
ven  Weeks)  all  in  Rags,  Dirt, and  Lice  ;  (lie  laid  it  was 
not  good,  and  brought  me  a  new  one,  with  ruffledSleeres 
(laying  that  is  good)  which  I  thankfully  accepted.  Lne 
next  Day  they  carried  me  back  to  the^  Indian  Town, 
and  admitted  me  to  converfe  with  my  Fellow-Prifoners, 
who  told  me  we  were  all  to  be  fent  to  Montreal,  which 
accordingly  came  to  pafs. 

Montreal,  at  our  Arrival  here,  we  had  our  Lodg¬ 
ing  firft  in  th ejtfuifs  Convent, where  I  law  a  greatN  um¬ 
ber  of  Priefts,  and  People  that  came  to  Confeffion  ;  after 
fome  ftay,  we  were  ordered  to  attend,  with  the  Indians, 
at  a  grand  Council,  held  before  the  head  General  V au¬ 
dit  el  ;  we  Prifoners  fit  in  our  Rank  (furroundeef  with 
our  Fathers  and  Brethren)  but  were  alked  noQueftions  : 
The  General  had  a  Number  of  Officers  to  intend  him  m 
Council,  where  a  noted  Prieft,  called  Picket,  fat  at  his 
Right-Hand,  who  underftands  the  Indian  I  ongue  well, 
and  does  more  Hurt  to  the  Englifl, than.any!  other  of  his 
Order  in  Canada,  (hisDwelling  is  at  Ofiuegotchy).  Here 
I  was  informed  that  fomeMcafures  were  concerted  to  de- 
ftroy  OPweeo,  which  they  had  been  long  preparing  to 
execute  ;  we  in  our  Journey  met  many Battoes  going. up 
Stream,  with  Provifon  and  Men  for  an  Attack  on  our 
Frontiers,  which  confrmed  the  Report  :  The  Council 
adjourned  to  another  Day,  and  then  broke,  up.  My  In¬ 
dian  Father  and  Mother  took  me  with  them  to  fever al  of 
their  old  Acquaintance,  who  ivcrc  French ,  to  mew  them 
their  lately  adopted  Son  ;  thefe  Perfons  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  with  my  Father  and  other  Indians,  in  deploying 
many  Fndijb  Families  in  their  younger  Days  ;  and  (as 
one  ftanding  by  who  underflood  their  Language,  Uud,) 
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were  boafting  of  their  former  Murders  /  After  fome 
Days  the  Council  was  again  called,  before  which,  feveral 
of  the  Oneida  Chiefs  appeared,  and  offered  fome  Com¬ 
plaints  againft  the  French's  attacking  our  Carrying-Place, 
it  being  their  Land  ;  but  the  General  laboured  to  make 
them  eafy  and  gave  them  fundry  Prefents  of  Value, 
which  they  accepted  (<?)  :  After  which,  I  knowing  thefe 
Indians  were  acquainted  with  Captain  TFiUiams ,  at  the 
Carrying-Place  fent  a  Letter  by  them,  to  let  myFamily 
and  Friends  know  that  I  was  yet  alive,  and  longed  for 
Redemption  ;  but  it  never  come  to  Hand.  The  Treaty 
being  ended,  the  General  fent  about  ten  Gallons  of  red 
TFine  to  the  Indians ,  which  they  divided  among  us  ; 

.  after 

e  The  Trench  mCanada ,  well  knowing  the  great  Importance  of 
having  the  Indians  in  their  Interejl,  to  promote  their  ambitious 
and  unjuft  Defigns,  ufe  a  variety  of  Methods  with  them,  among 
which,the  following  one  is  excellent  initfelf.and  well  worthy  of 
Imitation,  viz.  They  are  exceeding  careful  to  prevent  fbirituous 
Liquors  being/^to  Indians,^  if  any  of  the  Inhabitants  are 
proved  guilty  of  it,  their  temporal  Intereft  is  quite  broke  and 
corpprai  Punifhment  inflirted  on  them  ;  unlefs  the  General,  on 
iome  particular  Occafion,  orders  his  CommiJIumers  to  deliver  jome 
to  them.  I  may  add,  that  knowing  their  Number  is  fmall 
compared  with  the  Britifj  Inhabitants  on  this  Continent,  and' 
muft  quickly  fall  into  their  Hands,  in  cafe  we  united,  and  enter¬ 
ed  boldly  into  the  Heart  of  their  Country  with  a  Sufficient  Force  ; 
for  that  very  Reafon,  they  choofe  to  keep  us  continually  on  the 
Defenfive,  by  fending  when  Occafion  requires,  large  Bodies  of 
Regulars,  together  with  a  great  Number  of  Indians,  upon  Ion" 
and  tedious  Marches,  that  we  may  not  come  near  their  Borders  t 
and  efpecially  by  employing  the  Latter,  conftantly  to  wafte  and* 
ravage  our  Frontiers,  by  which  we  are  murdered  by  Inches,  and 
beat  without  a  battle  !  By  what  I  could  leatn  when  I  was  among 
them  they  do  not  fear  our  Numbers,  becaufe  of  our  unhappy 
Divifions,  which  they  deride,  and  from  them,  ftrongly  expert  to 

conquer  us  entirely  !  which  ©ay  a  gracious  God  in  Mercy, 

prevent  l  J 
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after  came  the  Prefents,  confiding  of  Coats,  Blankets , 
Shirts,  Skins  (  to  make  Indian  Shoes  )  Cloth  ( to  make 
Stockings)  Powder,  Lead  Shot,  and  to  each  a  Bag  of 
Paint  for  their  own  Ufe,  &c.  After  we  Prifoners  had 
our  Share,  my  Mother  came  to  me  with  an  Interpreter, 
and  told  me  I  might  day  in  the  Town,  at  a  Place  Ihe 
had  found  for  me,  if  I  pleafed  (this  was  doubtlefs  the 
Confequence  of  my  declining  to  obey  herOrders,in  fome 
Indances  that  affe&ed  my  Confidence)  this  Propofal  I 
almod  agreed  to  ;  but  one  of  my  fellow  Prifoners,  with 
whom  I  had  before  fome  Difcourfe  about  making  our 
Efcape,  from  the  Indian  Town,  oppofed  the  Motion, 
and  laid,  *  pray  do  not  day,  for  if  you  do,  we  Ihall  not 
*  be  able  to  form  a  Plan  for  our  Deliverance on  which 
I  told  her  I  chofe  to  go  Home  with  her,  and  foon  fet 
off  by  Land  in  our  Way  thither,  to  Lafcheen,  didant 
from  Montreal  about  9  Miles,  where  we  left  our  Can- 
noes,  and  then  proceeded,  without  Delay,  on  our  Jour¬ 
ney  ;  in  which  I  faw  to  my  Sorrow,  great  Numbers  of 
Soldiers ,  and  much  Provifions ,  in  Motion  towards  Lake 
Ontario. 

After  a  painful  and  didreffing  Journey,  we  arrived 
at  Ofwegotchy ,  where  we  likewife  faw  many  Battoes , 
with  Provificns  and  Soldiers,  daily  pafiing  by  in  theirWay 
to  Frontenac,  which  greatly  didrefled  me  for  Ofwego  l 
Hence  I  refolved,  if  pofiible,  to  give  our  People  Notice 
of  theirDanger  :  To  this  End, I  told  two  of  my  Fellow- 
Prifoners,  that  it  was  not  a  Time  to  fleep,  and  afked  if 
they  would  go  with  me, to  this  they  heartily  agreed  ;  but 
we  had  no  Provifion,  were  clofely  eyed  by  the  Enemy, 
and  could  not  lay  up  a  Stock  out  of  our  Allowance  : 
However,  at  this  Time,  Mr.  Picket  (before  mentioned) 
had  concluded  to  dig  a  large  Trench  round  the  Town  ; 
I  therefore  went  to  a  Negro ,  the  principal  Manager  of 

this 
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thisWork  (who  could  fpeak  Fnglijh,  French  Indian, 
well)  and  aiked  him,  if  he  could  get  Employ  for  two  o- 
thers,  and  myfelf,  which  he  foon  did  ;  for  which  we 
were  to  have  Meat  and  I'Fages.  Here  wre  had  a  Prof-- 
peft  of  procuring  Provifion  tor  our  Flight  ;  this,  I  in 
fbme  Time  effe&ed  for  myfelf,  and  then  afked  my  Bre¬ 
thren  if  they  were  ready,  who  replied  they  were  not  yet, 
but  laid,  \Ann  Bowman,  our  fell«w Prifoner,  had  brought 
130  Dollars  from  Bulls  Fort,  and  would  give  them  all 
they  had.  Need  of,  I  told  them  it  was  not  fafe  to  difclofe 
luch  a  Secret  to  her,  but  they  blamed  me  for  my  F ears, 
and  applied  to  her  for  Provifion,  letting  her  know  our 
Intention,  who  immediately  informed  the  Pri'ejl  of  it  : 
on  which  we  were  apprehended, the  Indians  apprifed.  of 
our  Defign,  and  a  Court  called;  by  Order  of  which,  lour 
of  us  were  confined  in  a  Room  under  a  Prong  Gnard 
within  the  Fort,  for  feveral  Days. 

From  hence,  another  and  myfelf  were  fent  to  Cohne- 
•wago,  under  a  Prong  Guard  of  60  Indians,  to  prevent 
my  plotting  any  more  againP  the  French,  and  banifh  all 
Hope  of  any  Efcape  !  How'ever,  when  we  arrived  at  this 
Place,  it  pleafed  God,  who  has  the  Hearts  of  all  Crea¬ 
tures  in  his  Hand,  to  incline  the  Captain  of  tire  Guard, 
to  Piew  me  great  Kindnefs,  in  giving  me  Liberty  to  walk 
or  work  where  I  pleafed,  within  any  fmall  Difiance  ;  on 
which  I  went  to  work  with  a  French  Smith,  for  fixLivers 
and  five  Soufe  perWeek ;  which  the  Captain  let  me  have 
to  myfelf,  and  farther  favoured  me  with  thcPriviledge  of 
Lodging  at  his  Mother’s  Houfe,  an  Fnglijh  Woman  (na¬ 
med  Alary  Harris,  taken  Captive  when  a  Child,  from 
Deerfield,  in  Nezv-Kngland )  who  told  me  Pie  was  my 
Grand-mother,  and  was  kind  ;  but  theWages  being  fmall, 
and  not  fufficient  to  procure  fuch  Cloathing  as  I  was.  in 
Want  of,  I  proceeded  no  farther  with  the  French  Smith, 
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but  went  to  my  Uncle  Peter ,  and  told  him  I  wanted 
Cloaths,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  me  go  to 
Montreal,  and  work  there,  where  I  could  Cloath  myfelf 
better,  than  by  flaying  with  him,  and  that  without  any 
Charge  to  him,  who  after  fome  Reafoning  confented. 

Set  off  on  my  Journey  to  Montreal,  and  on  my  en- 
tring  the  City  met  an  Engli/h  Smith,  who  took  me  to 
work  with  him  ;  after  fome  Time,  we  fettled  to  work  in 
a  Shop,  oppofite  to  the  General’s  Door,  where  we  had 
the  Opportunity  of  feeing  a  great  Part  of  the  Forces  of 
Canada  (both  Soldiers  and  Indians )  who  were  common¬ 
ly  brought  there,  before  their  going  out  to  War  ;  and 
likewife  all  Prisoners,  by  which  Means  we  got  Intelli¬ 
gence  how  our  People  were  preparing  for  Defence  ;  but 
no  good  News  from  Ofwego,  which  made  me  fear,  know¬ 
ing  that  great  N  umbers  of  French  were  gone  againft  it, 
and  hearing  of  but  few  to  defend  it.  Prayers  were  put 
up  in  all  the  Churches  of  Canada,  and  great  Proceflions 
made,  in  order  to  procure  Succefs  to  their  Arms,  .againfl 
poor  Ofwego  ;  but  our  People  knew  little  of  their  Dan¬ 
ger,  till  it  was  too  late  :  Certainly,  if  more  frequent  and 
earned  Application  (both  in  private  and  public)was  made 
to  the  God  of  Battle,  we  might  with  greater  Probability 
expect,  Succefs  would  crown  our  military  Attempts  1  To 
my  Surprize,  the  difmal  News  came,  tnat  die  French 
had  taken  one  of  the  Ofwego  Forts  :  In  a  few.  Hours  ,iii 
Confirmation  of  this,  I  law  the  Engliflo  Standards  (die 
melancholy  Trophy  of  Vi&ory)  and  the  French  rejoicing 
at  our  Downfall,  and  mocking  us  poor  Prifoners,  m  our 
Exile  and  Extremity, which  was  no  greatArgumcnt  either 
of  Humanity,  or  true  Greatnefs  of  Mind  ;  great  Joy  ap¬ 
peared  in  all  their  Faces,  which  they  exprefied  by  Iptia 
Shouts,  firing  of  Cannon,  and  returning  Thanks  in  their 
Churches  :  but  our  Faces  were -covered  with  Shame,,  and 
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our  Hearts  filled  with  Grief  !~Soon  after,  I  faw  feveral 
of  the  Officers  brought  in  Prifoners  in  fmall  Parties,  and 
theSoldiers  in  the  fameMaimer,and  confined  within  the 
Walls,  in  a  ftarving  Condition,  in  order  to  make  them 
Work,  which  fome  complied  with,  but  others  bravely  re- 
fufed  ;  and  lafl  of  all  came  theTradefmen,  among  whom 
was  my  Son  who  looking  round  faw  his  Father ,  who  he 
thought  had  long  been  dead  ;  this  joyful  Sight  fo  afFeft- 
ed  him,  that  he  wept  ! — nor  could  I,  in  feeing  my  Son, 
remain  unconcerned  ! — no;  the  Tendernefs  of  aFather’s 
Bowels,  upon  fo  Extraordinary  an  Occafion,  I  am  not  a- 
ble  to  exprefs,  and  therefore  muft  cover  it  with  a  Vail  of 
Silence  ! — But  he,  with  all  my  Philadelphia  Friends, 
being  guarded  by  Soldiers,  with  fixed  Bayonets,we  could 
not  come  near  each  other,  they  were  fent  to  the  common 
Pound  ;  but  I  haftened  to  the  Interpreter,  to  try  if  I 
could  get  my  Child  at  Liberty,  which  was  foon  effe&ed  ! 
When  we  had  the  Happinefs  of  an  Interview,he  gave  me 
fome  Information  of  the  State  of  ourFamily,  and  told  me, 
as  foon  as  the  News  were  fent  home,  that  I  was  killed,or 
taken,  his  Mother  was  not  allowed  any  more  Support 
from  my  Wages,  which  grieved  me  much,  and  added  to 
my  other  Affli&ions  (f)  1 

When 

/In  the  meanTime,  it  gave  me  fome  Pleafure,  in  this  Situati¬ 
on,  to  lee  an  Exprellion  of  equal  Duty  and  Prudence  in  my  Sons 
Conduct;  who,  though  young  in  Years  (about  17)  and  in 
fuch  a  confufed  State  of  Things,  had  taken  care  to  bring,  with 
much  Labour  and  Fatigue,  a  large  Bundle  of  confiderable  Value 
to  me,  it  being  Cloathing,  <fac.  which  I  was  in  great  Need  of  ; 
he  likewife  faved  aQuantity  of  Wampum,  which  we  brought  from 
New-York ,  and  afterwards  fold  here,  for  150  Livers.  He  travel¬ 
ed  with  me  Part  of  the  Journey  towards  Ofwego ,  but  not  being 
fo  far  on  his  Way,  as  I  was  when  taken,  he  did  not  then  fall 
into  the  Enemy’s  Hands,  but  continued  free  till  Ofwego  was  ta¬ 
ken 
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When  the  People  taken  at  Ofwego,  were  fetting  out 
on  their  Way  to  Quebec,  I  made  Application  for  Liberty 
to  go  with  them  ;  but  the  Interpreter  replied,  that  I  was 
an  Indian  Prifoner,  and  the  General  would  not  funtn:  ir> 
till  the  Indians  were  fatisfied  ;  and  as  they  lived  I  wo 
Hundred  Miles  from  Montreal,  it  could  not  be  done  at 
that  Time  :  Finding  that  all  Arguments,  farther  on  that 
Head,  would  not  avail,  becaufe  I  Was  not  included  in  t  e 
Capitulation  ;  I  told  the  Interpreter,  my  Son  mult  go 

ken,  and  was  then  remarbably  delivered  from  the  Hands  of  the 
Indians,  i‘n  the  following  Manner,  15  young  Lads  were  dratted 
out  to  be  delivered  to  them  (  which  from  their  known  Cultom, 
it  is  reafonable  to  conclude,  was  to  fill'  up  theNumber  they  had 
loft  in1  the  Battle )  among  which  he  was  one  :  This  barbarous 
Deign,  Which,  is  contrary  to  Laws  of  War,  among  all  civilized 
Nations,  the  French  artfully  concealed,  under  thePretext  of  lend¬ 
ing  them  to  work  in  the  Battoes  ;  but  my  Child  taking  Notice, 
that  all  that  were  chofen  were  j mall  Lads ,  doubted  their  real  In¬ 
tention  was  bad,  and  therefore  Dipt  out  of  his  Rank  and  Con¬ 
cealed  himfelf,  by  which  Means,  under  Gob,  he  was  ^ preserved 
from  a  State  of  perpetual Captivity  ;  his  Place  being  filed  up  in 
his  x^bfence,  the  other  unhappy  Youths  were  delivered  up  a  Sa¬ 
crifice  to  the  Indian  Enemy,  to  be  iuftrufled  in  Popifh  Principles 
and  employed  in  Murdering  their  Countrymen  ;  yea,  perhaps 
their  Fathers  and  Brethren,  O  horrible  !  O  lamentable  !  Ho\v 
can  the  French  be  guilty  in  cold  Blood,  of  fuch  prodigious  Ini¬ 
quity  ?  Befides  their  infatiable  Thirft  of  Empire,  Doubtlefs^  the 
Pardons  they  get  from  their  Pope,  and  their  Priejls,  embolden 
th&m,  winch  brings  to  myMind,  what  I  faw  when  among  them  t 
On  a  Sabbath  Day,  perceiving  a' great  Coycourfe  of  People  at 
a  Chapel,  built  on  the  Commons,  at  fome  Diftance  from  the  City , 
I  went  to  fee  what  was  theOceafiorfand  found  a  kind  of  a  Fair  at 
which  were  fold  Cakes,  Wine,  Brandy,  isc.  I  iikewife  faw  many 
Carts  and  Chaifes  attending,  the  Chapel  Doors  in  the  mean  Time 
open,  Numbers  of  People  going  in  and  out,  and  a  Board  hang¬ 
ing  over  the  Door,  oh  which  was  written,  in  large  Letters 
INDULGENCE  PLENARY,  or  FULL  PARDON, 
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and  leave  me  l  in  order  to  be  ready  at Quebec  to  goHome, 
when  the  Ofzuego  People  went,  which  probably  would  be 
loon  ;  he  replied,  ‘  It  would  be  better  to  keep  him  with 
f  me, for  he  might  be  aMean  to  get  me  clear  much  {boner.’ 

The  Officers  belonging  to  Ofwego,  would  gladly  have 
had  me  with  them,  but  found  it  imprafficable  ;  this  is  an 
Inftance  of  Kindnefs  and  Condefcenfion,  for  which  I  am 
obliged  !  Captain  Bradley,  gave  me  a  good  Coat,  Vett, 
and  Shirt  ;  and  a  young  Gentleman,  who  formerly  lived 
in  Philadelphia ,  gave  Four  Pittoles  (his  Name  is  James 
Stone,  he  was  Do<ttor  at  Ofzvego.y  Thefc  generous  Ex-, 
preffions  of  Kindnefs  and  Humanity,  I  am  under  great 
Obligations  to  remember  with  affe&ionate  Gratitude,  and 
if  ever  it  be  in  the  Compafs  of  my  Power,  to  requite  : 
This  Money,  together  with  what  my  Son  brought,  I  was 
in  Hopes  would  go  far  towards  procuring  my  Releafe, 
from  my  Indian  Matters  ;  but  feeing  a  Number  of  Pri- 
foners  in  fore  Diftrefs,  among  which  were  the  Captains' 
Grant  and  Shepherd, and  about  Seven  more  inCompany, 
I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  relieve  them,  and  commit  my 
Releafe  to  the  Difpofal  of  Providence  !  Nor  was  this 
Puttered  to  turn  to  my  Difadvantage  in  the  Ittue,  for  my 
Deliverance  was  brought  about  in  due  Time,  in  another, 
and  unexpected  Way.  This  Company,  informed  me  of 
their  Intention  to  Efcape,  accordingly  I  gave  them  all 
the  Help  in  my  Power,  favv  them  clear  of  the  Town, on 
a  Saturday  Evening,  before  the  Centries  were  fet  at  the 
Gates,  and  advifed  them  not  to  part  from  each  other, and 
delivered  toCaptain  Shepard  two  Pocket  Compalles  ;  but 
they  contrary  to  this  Counfel  parted,  and  faw  each  other 
no  more  :  By  their  fepara ting,  Captain  Grant,  and  Ser¬ 
jeant  Nezvel,  were  deprived  of  theBenefit  of  a  Compafs  ; 
the  other  Part  got.  fafe  to  Fort  IV i  III  am  Henry,  as  I  was 
informed  by  Serjeant. Henry, who  was  brought  inPrifoner, 

being 
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being  taken  in  a  Battle,  when  the  gallant,  indefatigable 
Captain  Rogers  made  a  brave  Stand,  a  gain  ft  more  than 
twice  his  Number,!  But  I  have  not  heard  any  Account 
of  Captain  Grant  /  Was  enabled,  through  much  Mercy, 
to  continue  communicating  (ome  Relief  to  other  Prifon- 
ers,  out  of  the  Wages,  I  received  for  my  Labour,  which 
was  40  Livers  per  Month  ! 

In  the  latter  Part  of  the  Winter,  Coal  and  Iron  were 
fo  fcarce,  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  any  more  Work  ;  I 
then  offered  to  Work  for  my  Diet  and  Lodging,  rather 
than  be  thruft  into  a  (linking  Dungeon,  or  fent  among 
the  Indians  .*  The  Interpreter  took  fome  Pains  (which 
I  thankfully  acknowledge)  but  without  Succefs  ;  howe¬ 
ver,  as  I  offered  to  work  without  Wages,  a  Frenchman 
took  me  and  my  Son  in  upon  thefe  Terms,  till  a  better 
Birth  prefented  ;  here  we  (laid' one  Week,  but  heard  of 
no  other  Place,  then  he  offered  me  and  my  Son,  3  o  Li¬ 
vers  per  Month,  to  (trike  and  blow  the  Bellows,  which  I 
did  for  about  two  Months,  and  then  was  difcharged,  and 
travelled  about  from  Place  to  Place,  having  no  fixed  A- 
bode,.  and  was  obliged  to  lay  out  the  fmall  Remains  of 
my  Cafh,  in  buying  a  little  Victuals,  and  took  a  Hay- 
Loft  for  my  Lodging  :  I  then  made  my  Cafe  kno\  ’1  to 
the  kind  Interpreter,  and  requefted  him  to  confder  of 
fome  Means  for  my  Relief,  who  replied  he  would  ;  in 
the  mean  Time/as  I  was  taking  a  Walk  in  the  City,  I 
met  an  /jw/H/zPri(bner,that  belonged  to  the  Town  where 
my  Father  lived,  who  reported,  that  a  great  Part  of  the 
Indians  there,  were  juft  come,  with  a  Refolution  to  carry 
me  back  with  them;  and  knowing  him  to  be  a  very  ho¬ 
ned  Fellow,  I  believed  the  Truth  of  it,  and  fled  from 
the  Town  to  be  concealed  from  the  Indians,  ;  in  the 
mean  while.  Schemes  were  formed  for  an  Effcape,  and 
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well  profecuted  :  The  IfTue  of  which  was  fortunate. 
General  Vaudriel,  gave  me  and  my  Son,  Liberty  (under 
his  Hand)  to  go  to  Qiiebec,  and  work  there  at  our  Plea- 
lure*  without  Confinement,  as  Prifoners  of  War  $  by 
which  Means,  I  was  freed  from  paying  a  Ranfom  ! 

The  CommiJJary  Monfieur  Partwe,  being  about  to  fet 
off  for  Quebec ,  my  Son  informed  me  that  I  muft  come 
to  Town  in  the  Evening,  a  Paflage  being  provided  for 
us  ;  I  waited  till  near  Dark,  and  then  entered  theTown, 
with  great  Care  to  efcape  the  Indians,  who  kept  watch 
for  me  (and  had  done  fo  for  fome  Time)  which  made 
it  very  difficult  and  dangerous  to  move  ;  however  as  they 
had  no  Knowledge  of  my  Son,  he  could  watch  their  Mo¬ 
tions,  without  their  Sufpicion  (  the  Providence  of  God 
is  a  great  Deep,  this  Help  was  provided  for  my  Extre¬ 
mity,  not  only  beyond  my  Expectation,  but  contrary  to 
my  Defign. )  In  the  Morning,  upon  feeing  an  Indian  fet 
to  watch  for  me,  over  againfl  the  Houfe  I  was  in,  I 
quickly  made  my  Efcape,  through  the  back  Part  of  the 
Houfe,  over  fome  high  Pickets,  and  out  of  the  City,  to 
the  River  Side,  and  fled  !  A  Friend  knowing  myScheme 
for  Deliverence,  kindly  affifted  me  to  conceal  myfelf : 
The  Commiflary  had  by  this  Time  got  ready  for  his 
Voyage,  of  which  my  Son  giving  me  Notice,  I  imme¬ 
diately,  with  no  lingering  Motion,  repaired  to  the  Boat, 
was  received  on  board, fet  quite  off  undifeovered,  and  faw 
the  Indians  no  more  !  A  very  narrow  and  furprizing 
Efcape,  from  a  violent  Death  !  For  they  had  determined 
to  kill  me,  in  cafe  I  ever  attempted  to  leave  them, which 
lays  me  under  the  ffrongeft  Obligations,  to  improve  a 
Life  refeued  from  the  Jaws  of  fo  many  Deaths,  to  the 
Honour  of  my  gracious  Benefactor  !-But  to  return,  the 
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CommiiTary  upon  feeing. the  Difraiffion  I  had  from  the 
General,  treated  us  courteoufly  1  (g)  \ 

Arrived  at  Quebec, May  ift.  The  Honorable  -  Co- 
lonel  Peter  Schuyler,  hearing  of  my  coming  there, 
kindly  fent  for  me, and  after  enquiries  about,  my  Welfare, 
•&c.  generoufly  told  me  X  ihould  be  fupplied,  and  need 
not  trouble  myfelf  for  Support  !  This  public-fpirited 
Gentleman,  who  is  indeed  an  Honour  to  his  Country, 
did  in  like  Manner,  nobly  relieve  many  other  poor  Pri- 
foners  at  Quebec  /-—Here  I  had  full  Liberty  to  walk 
where  I  pleafed,  and  view  the  City,  which  is  well  fitua- 
ted  for  Strength,  but  far  from  being  impregnable. 

Here,  X  hope,  it  will  not  be  judged  improper,  to  give 
a  fhort  Hint  of  the  French  Governor’s  Conduit ;  even  in 
Time  of  Peace,  he  gives  the  Indians  great  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  Murder  and  Captivate  the  poor  Inhabitants  on 
our  Frontiers  ;  an  honeft  goodMan,  named  IVilliamRofs , 
was  taken  Prifoner  twice  in  the  Time  of  Peace  ;  when 
he  was  firft  taken,  he  learned  a  little  of  the  French  Lan¬ 
guage,  was  after  lome  Time  redeemed,  and  got  to  his 
Place  of  Abode:  Yet  fo.me  Years  after,  he,  with  two 
Sons,  was  again  taken,  and  brought  to  Quebec  ;  tne  Go¬ 
vernor  feeing  the  poor  Man  was  Lame,  and  one  or  his 
Less  fmaller  than  the  other, reproved  the  Indians  for  not 

s  killing 

a  Saw  many  Houfes  and  Villages  in  our.  Pafs  along  the  River 
St.  Lawrence  towards  the  Metropolis  ;  and  here  it  may  with 
Tuflice  be  obferved,  thfat  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada  in  general, are 
principally  (if  not  wholly)  fettled  upon  Rivers  by  reafon  that 
their  back  Lands  being  flat  and  fwampy,  are  therefore  unfit  to 
bear  Grain.  Their  Wheat  is  fown  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year, 
becaufe  the  Winter  is  long,  and  would  drown  it  ;  they  ieem  to 
have  no  good  Notion  of  making  Meadow  (fo  far  as  I  had  an  Jp- 
portunity  of  obferving)  their  horned  Cattle  are  few  and  poor, 
their  Living  in  general  mean,  they  eat  but  little  I iefh,  never, he  - 
lefs  they  are  flrong  and  hardy. 
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killing  him,afkirig,  *  what  they  brought  a  lameMan  there 
'  who  could  do  nothing  but  eat !  you  fhould,  faid 
he,  have  brought  his  Scalp  !’  However,  another  of  his 
Countrymen,more  merciful  than  hisExcellency,  knowing 
the  poor  Prifoner  to  be  a  quiet,  hard-working  Man,  re¬ 
deemed  him  from  the  Indians ;  and  two  other  French¬ 
men  bought  his  two  Sons  :  Here  they  hud  been  Slaves 
more  than  three  Years,  when  I  firft  arrived  at  Quebec  ; 
this  Account  I  had  from  Mr.  Refs  himfelf,  who'lfarther 
added,  that  the  Governor  gave  the  Indians  Prefents,  to 
encourage  them  to  proceed,  in  that  kind  of  Work,  which 
is  a  Scandal  to  any  civilized  Nation,  and  what  many  Pa¬ 
gans  would  abhor  1  Here  alfo,-  I  faw  one  Mr .  Johnfon, 
who  was  taken  in  a  Time  of  Peace,  with  his  Wife',  and 
three  fhiall  Children  (  his  Wife  was  big  with  Child  of  a 
Fouith,  and  delivered  en  the  Road  to  Canada ,  which  die 
called  Captive  }  all  which  had  been  Prifoners  between 
three  and  four  Years,  feveral  young  Men,  and  his  Wife’s 
Sifter,  were  likewife  taken  Captive  with  them,  and  made 
Slaves ! 

Our  Cartel  being  ready,  I  obtained  Liberty  to  go  to 
England  in  her. ;  we  fet  Sail  the  23d  of  July,  1757,  in 
the  Morning,  and  difcharged  our  Pilot  about  4  o’CIock 
m  the  Afternoon  ;  after  which  we  neither  caft  Anchor  or 
Lead,  oil  wc  got  clear  of  the  great  River  St.  Lawrence 
from  which  I  conclude,  theNavigation.is  much  Lifer  then 
the  French  have  reported  ;  in  2  8Days  we  arrived  at  Ply - 
mouth ,  which  occafioned  great  Joy,  for  we  were  ragged, 
lovyfy,  lick,  and  in  a  Manner,  ftarved  ;  and  many  of  the 
Prifoners,  who  in  all  were  about  300  in  Number,  were 
fck  of  the  Small-Pox  :  My  Son  and  Self  having  each  a 
Blanket  Coat  (which  we  bought  in  Canada  to  keep  us 
warm)  and  now  expe&ing  Relief,  gave  them  to  two  poor 
lick  Men,  almoft  naked !  But  as  we  were  not  allowed  to 
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go  on  Shore,  but  removed  to  a  King’s  Ship,  and  fent  to 
PorifniMthy  where  we  were  ftill  confined  on  board,  near 
two  .Weeks,  and  then  removed  to  the  Mermaid ,  to  be 
fent  to Bofton  ;  we  now  repented  our  well  meant,  though 
rafh  Charity,  in  giving  our  Coats  away,  as  we  were  not 
to  get  any  more,  all  Application  to  the  Captain  for  any 
Kind  of  Covering  being  in  vain  ;  our  Joy  was  turned  in¬ 
to  Sorrow,  at  the  Profpect  of  coming  on  a  cold  Coafi,  in 
the  Beginning  of  Winter,  almoft  naked,  which  was  not  a 
little  increa fed,  by  a  near  View  of  our  Mother  Country, 
the  Soil  and  Comforts  of  which,  we  were  not  faffered 
to  touch  or  tafle  {Jo). 

September  the  6th,  Set  Sail  for  j Bofton,  with  a  Fleet 
in  Convoy,  at  which  w'e  arrived  on  the  Seventh  of  No¬ 
vember,  in  the  Evening,  it  being  Dark,  and  weStrangers, 

and 

h  On  board  the  Mermaid  Man  of  War  being  in  a  diftreflfed 
Condition,  and  hearing  little  from  the  Mouths  of  many  of  my 
Countrymen,  but  Oaths  and  Curfes  (which  much  increafed  my 
Affliction,)  and  finding  it  difficult  to  get  a  retired  Place  I  crept 
down  into  the  Plold  among  the  Water  Cafks,to  cry  to  God  ;  here 
the  Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  meet  with  me,  and  give  me  a. 
Senfe  of  his  fatherly  Love  and  Care  ;  here  he  enabled  me  (blef- 
fed  be  his  Name  for  ever)  to  look  back  and  view  how  he  had  led 
me,  and  guarded  me  with  a  watchful  Eye  and  ffrong  Arm,  and 
what  Pains  he  had  taken  to  wean  me  from  an  over-love  of  time 
and  Things,  and  make  me  content  that  he  flaould  choofe  for 
me  :  Here  I  was  enabled  to  fee  his  great  Goodncfs  in  all  my 
Difappointments,  and  that  Afflictions  were  not  Evidences  of 
God’s  Wrath,  but  the  Contrary,  to  all  that  honeflly  endeavour 
to  feekhim  with  Faith  and  Love  ;  here  I  could  fay, God  is  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  ferved,  loved,  and  obeyed,  though  it  be  attended  with 
many  Miferies  in  this  World  !  What  I  have  here  mentioned,  fo 
far  as  I  know  my  Heart,  is  neither  to  exalt  myfelf,  or  offend  any. 
one  upon  Earth,  but  to  glorify  God, for  his  Goodnefs  and  raith* 
fuinefs  to- the  meaneft  of  his-  Servants,  and  to  encourage  others- 
to  trufl  in  him  !~ 


and  poor,  it  was  difficult  to  get  a  Lodging  (  I  had  no 
Shoes,  and  but  Pieces  of  Stockings,  and  the  Weather  in 
the  mean  Time  very  Cold)  we  were  indeed  direCfed  to  a 
Tavern ,  but  found  cold  Entertainment  there,  theMaflef 
of  the  Houfe  feeing  a  ragged  and  lowfy  Company,  tur¬ 
ned  us  out  to  Wander  in  the  Dark  ;  he  was  fufpicious  of 
its,  and  feared  we  came  from  Halifax,  where  the  Small - 
Pox  then  was,  and  told  us,  he  was  ordered  not  to  receive 
fuch  as  came  from  thence  :  Y>re  foon  met  a  young  Man, 
who  faid  he  could  find  a  Lodging  for  us,  but  ffill  detain¬ 
ed  us  by  afking  many  Quefbons  ;  on  which  I .  told  him 
we  were  in  no  Condition  to  anfwer,  till  we  came  to  a 
proper  Place,  which  he  quickly  found,  where  we  were 
ufed  well-;  but  as  we  were  lowfy, could  not  expeCt:  Beds. 

The  next  Morning,  we  made  Application  for  Cloath- 
ing  ;  Mr.  L>W/zg,‘Son-in-Law  to  the  late  General  Shir¬ 
ley,  gave  us  Relief,  not  only  in  refpeft  of  Apparel,  but 
alfo  Three  Dollars  per  Man,  to  bear  our  Charges  to 
Newport :  When  I  put  on  frefh  Cloaths,  I  was  feized 
with  a  cold  Fit,  which  was  followed  by' a  high  Fever,  and 
in  that  Condition  obliged  to  travel  on  Foot,as  far  as  Pro¬ 
vidence,  in  our  Way  to  Rhode-lfland  (ourMoney  not  be¬ 
ing  fufficient  to  hire  any  Carriage,  and  find  us  what  was 
needful  for  Support :)  In  this  Journey,!  was  exceedingly 
diftrefled  !  Our  Comforts  in  this  Life,  are  often  allaved 
with  Miferies  which  are  doubtlefs  great  Mercies  when 
they  are  fuitably  improved  ;  at  Neivport,  we  met  with 
Captain  Gibbs,  and  agreed  with  him  for  our  Paflage 
to  New-Tork,  where  we  arrived,  November  2  iff,  met 
with  many  Friends,  who  exprefled  much  Satisfaction  at 
our  Return,  and  treated  us  kindly,  particularly  Meffirs. 
JLivingJlon,  and  JValdron. 

November  26th,  1757.  Arrived  at  Philadelphia , 
to  the  great  Joy  of  all  my  Friends,  and  particularly  of 
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my  poor  afflicted  Wife  and  Family,  who  thought  they 
ihould  never  fee  me  again, till  we  met  beyond  theGrave  ; 

!  being  returned,  fick  and  weak  in  Body,  and  empty  han¬ 
ded,  not  having  any  Thing  for  my  Family’s  and  my  own 
Support,  feveral  humane  and  generous  Perfons,  of  differ? 
ent  Denominations,  in  this  City  (without  any  Application 
of  mine,  direCtly  or  indirectly)  have  freely  given  feafona- 
ble  Relief ;  for  which,  may  God  grant  themBleflings  in 
this  World,  and  in  the  World  to  come  everlafting  Life, 
for  Chrift*§  Sake  ! 

Now  God  in  his  great  Mercy ,  hath  granted  me  a 
temporal  Salvation,  and  what  is  a  Thoufand  Times  bet¬ 
ter,  he  hath  given  me  with  it,  a  Soul  fatisfying  Evi¬ 
dence  of  an  eternal  one  in  the  World  to  come  ! 

And  now,  what  fhall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all 
his  Benefits,  alas  I  am  nonplufi  !  O  that  Saints  and  An¬ 
gels  might  praife  thee,  for  I  am  not  worthy  to  take  thy 
Name  into  my  Mouth  !  Yet  no.twithfhmding,  thou 
art  pleafqd  to  accept  poor  Endeavours,  becaufe  Jesus 
Chr  ist  has  opened  the  Door,  whereby  we  may  come 
boldly  to  the  Throne  of  thy  Grace,  praifed  be  the 
Lord  God  Jehovah,  by  Men  and  Angels,  throughout 
all  Eternity  ! 

But  to  haften  to  the  Conclufion,  fuffer  me  with 
Humility  and  Sorrow  to  obferve,  that  our  j Enemies  feern 
to  make  a  better  Ufe  of  a  bad  Religion,  than  we  of 
a  good  One  ;  they  rife  up  long  before  Day  in  Win¬ 
ter,  and  go  through  the  Snow  in  the  coldeft  Seafons,  to 
perform  their  Devotions  in  the  Churches  :  which  when 
over,  they  return  to  be  ready  for  their  Work  as  foon 
as  Day  Light  appears  :  The  Indians  are  as  zealous*  in 
Religion,  as  the  French,  they  oblige  their  Children  to 
pray  Morning  and  Evening  particularly  at  Conafadau- 
ga  ;  are  punctual  in  performing  their  dated  Acts  of 
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'Devotion  themfelves,  are  (till  and  peaceable  in  their  own 
Families,  and  among  each  other  as  Neighbours  ! 

When  I  compared  our  Manner  of  Living  with  theirs, 
it  made  me  fear  that  the  righteous  God  (  who  is  wont  to 
make  Judgment  begin  at  his  own  Houfe  firft)  was  about 
to  deliver  us  into  their  Hands,  to  be  fevercly  punifhed 
for  our  Departure  from  him  ;  how  loeg  has  he  waited 
for  our  Return,  O  that  we  may  therefore  turn  to  him, 
before  his  Anger  break  out  into  a  Flame,  and  there  be  no 
Remedy. 

Our  Cafe  appears  to  me  indeed  very  Gloomy!  not- 
withftanding  our  Enemies  are  inconfiderable  inNum-* 
her,  compared  with  us ;  yet  they  are  united  as  one  Man, 
while  We  may  juftly  be  compared  to  a  Houfe  divided 
again/}  itfelf  and  therefore  cannot  Hand  long,  in  our 
prefent  Situation. 

May  Almighty  GOD,  gracioufly  incline  us  to  look  to 
him  for  Deliverance,  to  repent  of  our  Sins,  reform  our 
Lives,  and  unite  in  the  vigorous  and  maply  Ufe  of  all 
proper  Means  to  this  End.  Amen. 
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